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Introduction
Vision of 
Downtown

Burlington residents 
— through input into 
various plans, studies 
and other projects — 
have asked for a 
walkable, bikeable, 
sustainable, transit-
friendly downtown. 

Great Streets BTV
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In order to meet this 
vision, the City has 
launched the "Great 
Streets Initiative" to 
implement the 
recommendations in 
these plans, and to 
guide futher 
investment in the 
downtown public 
realm for decades to 
come.



Introduction
Burlington Transportation Plan

A broad policy document that supports 
the Great Streets philosophy, Complete 

Street initiatives, and improved walking, 
biking and transit; anticipates the new 

transit center on St. Paul

Plan BTV Downtown & 
Waterfront

Extensive, long-term, 
citywide effort that 

provides the vision and 
direction for downtown 

as a livable, walkable, 
sustainable, transit-

oriented district

Plan BTV Walk Bike (Draft)
Provides detailed guidance on 

pedestrian and bike improvements 
that directly affect downtown streets

Transportation Demand 
Management Action Plan
Offers strategies for City of 

Burlington to reduce automobile 
dependence and increase the use of 
transit, bikes, and walking, especially 

within downtown

Downtown Tax Increment 
Finance (TIF) Plan

Provides the basis for funding 
streetscape and public realm 

improvements, especially within 
downtown

Burlington Form Based 
Code (Draft)

Provides a dramatically new 
approach to citywide zoning 

which supports more housing, 
mixed-use and transit within 

downtown

City Hall Park Concept Design
Provides an advanced conceptual 
redesign of the park, with strong 

community input and support; critical 
link between College and Main

Champlain College - Eagle’s Landing 
Development Plans

A key development within downtown that 
will be designed and built concurrently 

with the improvements on St. Paul Street

Plan BTV Burlington Parks, Recreation & 
Waterfront Master Plan

Positions City Hall Park within a linked system 
of parks, open spaces, and waterfront; 

provides reference for City Hall Park and 
downtown waterfront park areas

College Street 
Stormwater Basin - 
Opportunities Toolkit
Provides a strong vision 
and range of tools for 
stormwater management 
on College that is widely 
applicable throughout 
downtown

NACTO Urban Street 
Design Guide
An influential national 
document that provides 
the policy support and 
detailed design guidance 
on creating urban streets 
that serve multiple users 
and purposes

Main Street Scoping Study
A current initiative looking at different 
roadway configurations for Main Street to 
accommodate all users, including bicyclists

Burlington Street 
Design Guidelines
Defines and designates 
the street typologies 
for downtown: Transit, 
Complete, Bike, and 
Slow, and Pedestrian

Residential Parking Plan
A plan that considers permit parking 
residential neighborhoods to 
protect them from downtown visitor 
overflow

Re-Imagining City Center
A new initiative to revitalize 
the mall, notably through the 
reopening of long-closed street 
segments on Pine and St. Paul

Downtown Parking & Transportation Plan
A comprehensive look at on-street and 
off-street parking in downtown, along 
with associated strategies for marketing, 
wayfinding, and development

Burlington Electric Department Street 
Light Policy
The citywide policy basis for improving 
the quality and efficiency of downtown 
street lighting within the new design 
and construction standards

VAT Town Road and Bridge 
Standards
Establishes state standards 
that may apply to some 
segments of the downtown 
grid

Complete Streets - A Guide 
for Vermont Communities
Establishes statewide 
standards and policy 
support, critical for the 
Complete Street segments 
in downtown

GRAPHIC SYNTHESIS 
OF PREVIOUS EFFORTS 

AND STUDIES

Integrating Prior 
Recommendations 
into Great Streets

Great Streets BTV

The Great Streets 
Initiative will 
draw upon local, 
state and 
national plans 
and guidance, 
including, but 
not limited to 
these:
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M A I N S T .  P A U L 

B A T T E R Y

U N I O N

M A P L E

P E A R L

A 

Create  

Downtown Street  
Design Standards 

• Stormwater 
• Trees 
• Lighting 
• Furnishings 
• Pathways
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Three-Part 
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A 

Create  

Downtown Street  
Design Standards 

• Stormwater 
• Trees 
• Lighting 
• Furnishings 
• Pathways

B 

Create  

Main Street  
Concept Plan 

• Main Street (6 blocks) 
• City Square 
• St. Paul Street (2 blocks) 

C 

Design & Build 

Park & Main  
Project 

• Main Street (2 blocks) 
• City Hall Park

M A I N S T .  P A U L 

B A T T E R Y

U N I O N

M A P L E

P E A R L
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Timeline

Great Streets BTV

Sept. 2016 
Public meetings 
Great Streets BTV

2016 20192017 2018

Fall 2016 
Draft Street 
Standards & 
conceptual 
Main St. plan

Jan. 2017 
Final concept plan for 
Main St. & final concept 
plan for City Hall Park

Winter 2017 
Develop construction 
documents for City Hall Park & 
2 blocks of Main St.

Spring 2018 
Start of 
construction

July 2016 
Launch Great 
Streets BTV: 
Observation
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What is a  
“great street”?

Great Streets BTV

Walkable/Bikeable

high quality 
pedestrian and bike 
network, safe, 
convenient, shady, 
protective

Vibrant
lively, attractive, 
diverse, accessible, 
inclusive, supports 
economic activity

Sustainable

benefits air and water 
quality, stormwater 
smart, energy efficient, 
transit-friendly 

Functional
works for all users, 
vehicles types, 
emergencies, events; 
affordable and 
maintainable

These are the high-
level guiding 
principles for street 
design that are called 
for in the City's 
recently adopted 
plans/documents.
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Potential Features of  
a Great Street for Burlington

Great Streets BTV

Enhanced 
Lighting

Rain 
Gardens

Bike  
Lanes

Efficient 
Parking

Transit 
Facilities

Wider 
Sidewalks

Shared Space Bike Parking

Durable 
Curbs

Advanced Street 
Tree Installation

Expanded 
Tree Canopy

Highlighting 
of Landmarks

Placemaking / 
Public Art

Enhanced 
Crosswalks

Snow 
Management

Accessible  
and Inclusive
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Distinctive Design Standards

design standards should feel like 
Burlington and reflect its history, 
character, architecture, people

Great Streets BTV

Stormwater 
Trees 

Lighting 
Furnishings 

Pathways



Great Streets BTV

A Downtown Street  
Design Standards

Main V.1  Sept. 14, 2016

A manual to guide 
street design in 
downtown Burlington 
for the next generation

1

 

Great 

Streets 

BTV
City of Burlington
Street Design &  
Construction Standards

August 1, 2016

Stormwater 
Trees 

Lighting 
Furnishings 

Pathways



Main Street Concept Plan

The “Pinwheel”

Previous and planned 
street investments 
begin to re-center 
downtown around its 
central public space

Great Streets BTV

B

Transit 
Center

Reopen 
St. Paul

Streetscape

Streetscape

Church 
Street 
Marketplace

Main 
Street 
Concept 
Plan

College 
Street 
Stormwater 
Plan



Main Street Concept Plan

Great Streets BTV

B

4 streets link Church 
to park, and park to 
waterfront - makes 
the park square 
central again

The “Pinwheel”



Main Street Concept Plan

Great Streets BTV

B

The “Pinwheel”

The Main Street 
Project builds out 
key elements of 
the Pinwheel



Main Street Concept Plan

Great Streets BTV

B

Feeding the Corridor

Bring more pedestrians 

Bring more bicyclists 

Bring more parking motorists



Main Street Concept Plan

Feeding the Corridor

Bring more pedestrians 

Bring more bicyclists 

Bring more parking motorists

Great Streets BTV

B

Make Main more walkable 

Make Main more bikeable 

Make Main easier to reach

wider sidewalks, shorter crosswalks, better 
wayfinding, more seating more terraces, 
more shade 

protected bike lane, protected bike 
parking, bike valet, bike hub, connect to 
bike paths 

better walking links to garages and nearby 
on-street parking, better real-time 
information on apps and dynamic signs 



Main Street Concept Plan

Pull pedestrians to the waterfront

Great Streets BTV
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Main Street Concept Plan

Pull pedestrians from the waterfront
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Main Street Concept Plan

Pull cyclists to the waterfront

Great Streets BTV

B



Main Street Concept Plan

Pull cyclists from the waterfront

Great Streets BTV

B

Bike Hub



Main Street Concept Plan

Pull motorists from garages and nearby on-street parking

Great Streets BTV

B

4 
minute 

walk



Main Street Concept Plan

Developing a dynamic district 
program to connect Main 
Street businesses with all 
parking resources, on street 
and off street

Great Streets BTV

B
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Main Street Concept Plan

Great Streets BTV

B The City is converting to smarter, “district” (rather 
than “destination”) parking strategies



Main Street Concept Plan

Great Streets BTV

B

Capitalizing on the benefits of 
a protected bike lane

MAIN
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B

Capitalizing on the benefits of 
a protected bike lane

MAIN



Main Street Concept Plan

Great Streets BTV

B Protected bike lanes have had major 
economic benefits for retailers



Main Street Concept Plan

Great Streets BTV

B Diagonal parking takes more pavement per parking space:  

- Wasted corners 
- Circulation needed to maneuver into spaces 
  
Each diagonal parking space takes 150% the area of parallel  



Main Street Concept Plan

Great Streets BTV

B Rotating from diagonal to parallel parking is 
the key that unlocks options for Main Street



Improved treebelts

Great Streets BTV



Wider sidewalks

Great Streets BTV



Improved curbs, paving, and bike parking

Great Streets BTV



Easier crossing of Battery
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No dead end sidewalks
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No dead end sidewalks
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No dead end sidewalks

Great Streets BTV



A great potential “shared space”

Great Streets BTV



Exceptional access to views and waterfront

Great Streets BTV



Connecting the bike path to Main

Great Streets BTV



Drawing pedestrians up to Main

Great Streets BTV



A better gateway to Main

Great Streets BTV



Providing an alternative to College

Great Streets BTV



Connecting to Hoehl Park and water’s edge
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Connecting to Hoehl Park and water’s edge
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Connecting to Hoehl Park and water’s edge
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Connecting to Hoehl Park and water’s edge
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Connecting to Hoehl Park and water’s edge

Great Streets BTV



Businesses are essential to the vitality of Main Street

Great Streets BTV



The feeding and care of Main Street - to make it a destination

Great Streets BTV
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Main Street Concept Plan
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Main Street Concept Plan

Combines gateway street, link 
from UVM to lake; key goals 
should be to  preserve views, 
support retail, accommodate 
events and biking (protected 
lane?), and create stronger 
connection to lakefront and 
City Hall Park

Great Streets BTV

B



Main Street Concept Plan

Main Street base plan 
available to reference and notation

Great Streets BTV
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Main Street Concept Plan

Sloping Main Street

Main Street is an important and broad east-west 
link through downtown that connects the UVM 
campus to the lake. But does not function in the 
same way as typical commercial main streets, 
which are usually flat and parallel to water (like 
Church Street).

Great Streets BTV
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Main Street Concept Plan

Sloping Main Street

Main Street is an important and broad east-west link through downtown that connects the UVM campus to the 
lake. But does not function in the same way as typical commercial main streets, which are usually flat and 
parallel to water (like Church Street).

Great Streets BTV

B



Main Street Concept Plan

View from digital model
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Main Street Concept Plan

Typical cross-section study

Great Streets BTV
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